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ENDS 
 
NOTE TO EDITOR 
 
Traversing about 6,695 kilometers, the Nile is one of world’s longest rivers, feeding millions and giving birth to entire civilizations. The river is a 
major source of water for the Nile Basin countries.  
 
Water, energy and food are inextricably linked and are essential for human well-being, poverty reduction and sustainable development. 
 
The close interrelationships amongst these resources therefore call for our balancing of the act of exploitation to ensure sustainability for our 
future generations, for we are, but only stewards of these resources. 
 
Projections in the Nile Basin region indicate that demand for energy, food and freshwater, will increase significantly over the next decades under 
the pressure of population growth and mobility, economic development, regional trade, urbanization and climate change among others.  
Agriculture in the Nile Basin consumes more water than any other sector. At the same time, water is needed for energy generation and 
transmission, particularly for hydro power, which is the preferred source of energy for various reasons; key among them the low production cost, 
which makes power affordable to the urban and rural poor. On the other hand, energy is needed to produce, transport, treat and distribute water; 
the more energy we need, the more water we use, and vice versa. 

 


