
Volume 11, Issue 2 – June 2014A Quarterly Newsletter of the Nile Basin Initiative

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of NBI, its Members States or Partners

DID The Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) is the only regional water 
organization for all Nile Basin countries and a catalyst for 
integrated growth, investment and risk management.

WATER MINISTERS REITERATE 
COMMITMENT TO NILE COOPERATION

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

W
ater Affairs Minis-
ters in the Nile Basin 
countries recently 
reiterated their com-

mitment to the Nile cooperation 
as the only way forward to sus-
tainably manage the Nile Basin 
water resources in the wake of 
shared risks and challenges such 
as climate change and environ-
mental degradation. They also 

reaffirmed ownership of the NBI 
institutions and undertook to 
honor their annual financial obli-
gations in a timely manner.  

This was during the 22nd annual 
Nile Council of Ministers (Nile-
COM) meeting held on 19th 
June, 2014 at Corinthia Hotel 
in Khartoum, Republic of The 
Sudan. The Nile-COM is the 

Hon. Mutaz Musa hands over an appreciation plaque to Hon. Jemma Nunu Kumba.

The Sudan assumes leadership of the Nile Basin Initiative for the next 
one year, succeeding the Republic of South Sudan

4TH NILE BASIN 
DEVELOPMENT FORUM

6TH - 7TH OCTOBER 2014

VENUE: NAIROBI, KENYA

http://nbdf.nilebasin.org/registration-form/

 #NileCooperation 

Deadline for registration: 19th September 2014
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T
his year marks the end 
of my two year term 
of office as Executive 
Director of the Nile 

Basin Initiative (NBI) Secre-
tariat, a position I assumed on 
1st September 2012. This there-
fore is my last opportunity to 
communicate with you through 
our quarterly Newsletter –Nile 
News.

Let me begin by saying how 
privileged I feel to have had 
the opportunity to serve this 
prestigious institution, the Nile 
Basin Initiative as well as its ten 
Member States. As I come to 
the end my tour of duties on 31st 
August 2014, I look back with 
fulfillment upon the collective 
achievements registered during 
my tenure of office.  

The cooperation agenda has 
been advanced; today the Nile 
Basin is witnessing observable 
improvement on both the extent 
and quality of cooperation 
among Member States. It is 
gratifying to recognize the fact 
that The Sudan resumed its 

participation in NBI activities 
in 2013.

NBI continued with 
identification and preparation of 
bankable investment projects 

of regional significance 
while mobilizing financial 
resources on behalf of 
Member States to roll 
out some investment 
projects. Cases in point 
are US$340m mobilized 

from the World Bank, the 
African Development Bank and 
other development partners 
for the Regional Rusumo 
Falls Hydroelectric project; 
US$3.5 million from the African 
Development Bank for the Baro-
Akobo-Sobat multi-purpose 
project and US$10 million 
secured from Cooperation in 
International Waters (CIWA) 
for the three River Basin 
Management projects of Mara, 
Sio-Malaba-Malakisi and Kagera.

Development of the Nile Basin 
Decision Support System (NB-
DSS) was accomplished and 
transferred to the Secretariat. 
The NB-DSS offers tools for 
integrating environmental, 
social and economic objectives 
thus facilitating multi-sector 
water resources planning at 
river basin level. NBI continued 
to build analytic capacity 
through a dedicated on-line 
helpdesk to users of the NB-
DSS in the Member States. 

As the same time, NBI’s 
information and knowledge 

portal was improved to enable 
wider stakeholder access to our 
knowledge products.

In addition, we developed the 
necessary policy instruments 
for promoting trans-boundary 
water resources management 
and development namely; the 
Environment and Social Policy, 
Climate Change Strategy and 
the Wetland Management 
Strategy. 

Last but not least, I am happy 
that NBI is a much stronger 
institution with streamlined 
departments and skilled staff 
as well as with planning, 
management and operational 
systems in place to deliver the 
NBI program.

I am grateful to the Nile Council 
of Ministers (Nile-COM) for the 
outstanding leadership and the 
confidence they put in me and 
the Nile-Technical Advisory 
Committee (Nile-TAC) for the 
excellent technical guidance.

I also commend the staff of 
each of the three NBI centers 
for their hard work. I appreciate 
the development partners for 
continuously engaging with the 
NBI and providing the much 
needed support.

Long live Nile Cooperation!

I thank you all!

Teferra Beyene (Eng.)

The Nile cooperation 
agenda has been advanced
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highest decision making organ 
on all political and development 
matters relating to NBI. 

“We once again call upon Egypt 
to unfreeze their participation 
in the NBI activities; an all-
inclusive cooperation remains 
paramount for optimizing basin-
wide development”, said the 
Ministers in a collective press 
statement issued at the end of 
the meeting.

Earlier, the Republic of The 
Sudan assumed the leadership 
of NBI for the next one year, 
succeeding the Republic of 
South Sudan. Hon. Mutaz Musa 
Abdalla Salim, Minister of Water 
Resources and Electricity 
succeeded Hon. Jemma Nunu 
Kumba, Minister of Electricity, 
Water and Irrigation as 
chairperson of the Nile-COM, 
while Prof. Seifeldin Hamad 
Abdalla succeeded Mr. Alier 
Oka as chairperson of the Nile 
Technical Advisory Committee 
(Nile-TAC). 

The Ministers reviewed and 
commended progress achieved 
by NBI during the previous 
fiscal year, approved plans and 
budgets for the coming year 

and provided strategic guidance 
on key issues affecting the Nile 
cooperation and NBI processes. 

The Nile-COM considered the 
submission of Kenya to appoint 
Mr. John Rao Nyaoro as the 
next Executive Director of the 
NBI Secretariat. Mr. Nyaoro 
becomes the 7th Executive 
Director effective 1st September 
2014 for the next two years. He 
succeeds Eng. Teferra Beyene an 
Ethiopian national.

The changes in the leadership 
and top management are in 
keeping with the NBI tradition 
of rotating the two positions 
among Member States in their 
alphabetical order. Whereas 
the position of Nile-COM chair 
rotates each year, that of 
Executive Director rotates every 
two years. 

The 22nd Nile-COM meeting was 
officially opened by the First 
Vice President of the Republic 
of The Sudan H.E.  Bakri 
Hassan Salih. It was attended 
by Ministers in charge of Water 
Affairs or their representatives 
from Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
South Sudan, The Sudan, 
Tanzania and Uganda. Members 

of the Nile Technical Advisory 
Committee, NBI management, 
representatives of Development 
Partners and the civil society 
participated as observers. 

The next Nile-COM meeting, the 
23rd in a series, shall take place 
in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania in 
mid 2015.

By Jane K. Baitwa 

Regional Communication Specialist

Nile-SEC, Entebbe

We once again call upon Egypt to unfreeze their participation 
in the NBI activities; an all-inclusive cooperation remains 

paramount for optimizing basin-wide development.

MORE FROM THE 22ND NILE-COM

 ► Photos:

 ► Speeches:

 ► News on NBI web:

https://www.flickr.com/
photos/nile-basin-initiative/
sets/72157645393941925/

http://www.nilebasin.org/index.
php/media-center/speeches

http://nilebasin.org/index.php/
news/95-nile-basin-ministers-
in-charge-of-water-affairs-
reiterate-their-countries-
commitment-to-the-nile-
cooperation



A cross section of participants during the official opening ceremony
H.E. Bakri Hassan Salih, First Vice President, on arrival at 
Friendship Hall to officially open the 22nd Nile-COM meeting

PICTORIAL4

L-R: Ministers in charge of Water Affairs, Hon. Jummane Maghembe of 
Tanzania and Hon. Alemayehu Tegenu of Ethiopia

Incoming Executive Director, Mr. John Nyaoro (L) discusses 
with Eng. Teferra BeyeneThe Egyptian Delegation to the meeting

L-R: Prof. Seifeldin Abdalla, Nile-TAC chair chats with Eng. Teferra Beyene, 
Executive Director of the NBI Secretariat

Water Affairs Ministers and other dignitaries in a group photo with H. E. Bakri Hassan Salih (Front row, centre)

22nd Nile-COM meeting in pictures



Mr. Alier Oka , former Nile-TAC chair Prof. Seifeldin Abdalla chairs the 41st Nile-TAC meeting

Dr. Salah Shazali of ENTRO moderated the ‘Meet the Press’ panel discussion

PICTORIAL 5

Dr. Callist Tindimugaya, Nile-TAC member for Uganda stresses a point 
during the ‘Meet the Press’ panel discussion

Journalists during the ‘Meet the Press’ panel discussion 
held prior to the Nile-COM meeting

Nile-TAC members in preparation for the Nile-COM meeting

Children who perfomed during the official opening ceremony

Ms. Dorothy Kaggwa, Head of Strategic Planning and Management at the NBI 
Secretariat, consults with Prof. Seifeldin. Center is Eng. Teferra Beyene

22nd Nile-COM meeting in pictures
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M
r. John Rao Nyaoro was appointed Ex-
ecutive Director of the Entebbe based 
NBI Secretariat by the Nile Council of 
Ministers (Nile-COM) during their 22nd 

annual meeting held recently in Khartoum, The 
Sudan.

He will assume the office on 1st September 2014, 
becoming the 7th Executive Director since NBI was 
formed in 1999.

Mr. Nyaoro has got 30 years of experience as 
a Hydrologist/Water Resources Expert. He is 
currently the Director of Water Resources, 
Ministry of Environment, Water and Natural 

Resources in Kenya. He is also a Member of NBI’s 
Nile Technical Advisory Committee and Chief 
negotiator for Kenya on the Nile River Basin 
Cooperative Framework Agreement.

A Kenyan national, Mr. Nyaoro holds a Master of 
Laws (LLM), Water Law and Policy from Dundee 
University in Scotland, UK and a BSC degree in 
Water Resources from the University of Nairobi, 
Kenya. He is currently a PhD candidate, Water 
Law and Policy at the School of Law, University of 
Nairobi.

The NBI family wishes Mr. Nyaoro all the best!

Introducing the incoming 
Executive Director 
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T
he Eastern Nile Council 
of Ministers (ENCOM) 
held its 27th ordinary 
meeting on 18th June, 

2014 in Khartoum, The Sudan. 
The meeting deliberated and 
provided guidance on priority 
institutional and program issues 
critical for the advancement 
of Eastern Nile cooperation; 
effectiveness and sustainability 
of the Eastern Nile Technical 
Regional Office (ENTRO) and 
delivery of the Eastern Nile Sub-
sidiary Action Program (ENSAP) 
plans and projects. 

The Ministers took note of 
the difficulties ENTRO, their 
common institution, had to 
go through during the last 
four years and the need to 
revitalize the commitment 
of the countries to ensure its 
unimpeded performance. They 
reaffirmed their commitment 
to work collectively to bring all 
countries of the Eastern Nile to 
the cooperation platform. They 
also agreed to cover ENTRO’s 
minimum functionality cost, 
committing to cover gaps that 
might arise in the event of non-
payment by any one country.  

The ENCOM instructed ENTRO 
to focus on and expedite 
investment preparation, taking 
forward projects and programs 
for implementation. 

Hon. Jemma Nunu Kumba, 
Minister of Electricity, Dams, 
Irrigation and Water Resources 
of the Republic of South Sudan 
highlighted the significance of 
South Sudan’s admission into 
ENSAP and expressed the high 
hopes her country is placing on 
the expedited implementation 

of the recently launched Baro-
Akobo-Sobat Project.  

Hon. Alemayehu Tegenu, 
Ethiopia’s Minister of Water 
and Energy emphasized the 
significance of the 27th ENCOM 
meeting in terms of furthering 
ENTRO’s competence, flexibility 
and autonomy to meet future 
challenges and deliver results. 
He also emphasized the need 

for agreed legal framework 
and appropriate institutional 
mechanism to ensure 
sustainable development and 
management of the common 
Eastern Nile water resources. 

Hon. Ambassador Mutaz Musa, 
Minister of Water Resources and 
Electricity of The Sudan and 
chairperson of ENCOM noted 
that the meeting is taking place 
at a critical juncture when large 
scale water infrastructure are 
being constructed across the 
Nile, populations and demand 
growing, climate change 
impacts being visible - all in 
the context of inadequate 
knowledge and understanding.

He also observed that all 
across the globe, countries are 
investing in integration hence 
the need for the Eastern Nile 
region to follow suit. 

By Dr. Wubalem Fekade (PhD) 
Head of the Social Development and 
Communication Unit & 

Selamawit Haile 
Senior Program Assistant 
ENTRO – Addis Ababa

Eastern Nile Water Ministers agree 
on advancing cooperation

ENCOM members L-R: Hon. Alemayehu Tegenu of Ethiopia, Hon. Mutaz Musa of The Sudan 
and Hon. Jemma Nunu Kumba of South Sudan

Key Decisions

* To expedite procurement of an 
external consultant to advise on 
appropriate organizational structure 
of ENTRO.

* Adoption of the proposed ENCOM-
ENSAPT Rules of Procedure.

* Endorsement of the revised ENSAP 
Results Chain.

* Endorsement of Mr. Fekahmed Negash 
as ENTRO’s Executive Director.

* Endorsement of the recruitment of 
SRPC and RFAH (ENSAPT Leaders 
delegated to take care of that in 
the event no ENCOM Extraordinary 
Meeting is held).

* Approval and adoption of ENTRO‘s 
2014-2019 Strategic Plan.

* Approval of ENTRO’s 2014/15 Budget.
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R
obust Nile resource 
monitoring and assess-
ment is fundamental 
for performing analysis 

that provides strategic direction 
for basin-wide development. Not 
only does water resource moni-
toring contribute to enhancing 
the knowledgebase, understand-
ing major risks and trans-bound-
ary issues as well as exploring 
policy issues and programmes, it 
also supports identifying viable 
windows of opportunities.

River Basin Monitoring (RBM) 
is essential for sound water 
resources planning and efficient 
water resources management. 
This is in addition to socio-
economic development, 
environmental sustainability, 

enhanced cooperation and 
improved collective capacity to 
harness the benefits. 

Current monitoring systems 
within the Nile Basin are far 
from adequate. Assessment 
conducted by NBI’s former 
Water Resources Planning and 
Management (WRPM) project 
shows that many hydrologically 
significant parts of the Nile 
Basin are either un-gauged or 
very sparely gauged even with 
respect to basic hydrological 
parameters. Data collected from 
the functioning stations often 
exhibit breaks in the records, 
which makes a good proportion 
of the data unsuitable for 
operational uses. Measurements 
of water quality and sediment 

transport are virtually non-
existent in all except very few 
countries.

To operationalize the Nile 
River Basin Monitoring 
Strategy (2010), NBI initiated 
a Study to develop the design 
specifications and phased 
implementation plan for the 
Nile Basin Regional Hydro-
meteorological monitoring 
system. Among other things, 
the Study which commenced in 
May 2014 and expected to end 
in March 2015 shall assess the 
current hydro-meteorological 
practices and assets in the Nile 
Basin. 

The Study approach builds 
on what is available in terms 

Regional Nile River Basin 
Hydromet inaugurated

Dignitaries listen to one of the vendors describe his Hydromet equipment
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of both infrastructural and 
technological assets, as well 
as human resources and other 
institutional competencies. It 
will establish the development 
needs and hence the 
corresponding RBM architecture 
based on socio-economic 
requirements basin-wide.

The Study responds to regional, 
national and local specificities, 
undertakes effective 
stakeholder participation, 
promotes innovation and stock-
takes from global lessons 
learned. It also introduces 
appropriate technologies – both 
from the technical and economic 
viewpoints and ensures special 
emphasis on South Sudan.

As part of efforts to assess 
and understand the hydro-
meteorological needs in the 
Nile Basin and develop detailed 
specifications for the design of 
a regional hydro-meteorological 
system, NBI organized a 
regional hydromet workshop 
and exhibition from 12th to 14th 
May, 2014 in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. The primary objective 
of the workshop was to enhance 
the relevance of the planned 
Nile Basin Regional Hydro-
meteorological network by 
identifying pertinent issues and 
local boundary conditions in the 
Nile Basin.

While officiating at the opening 
ceremony, Hon. Kebede Gerba, 
Ethiopia’ Minister of State for 
Water and Energy said, “the 
Nile Council of Ministers (Nile-

COM) attaches high significance 
to the improvement of river 
basin monitoring in the Nile 
Basin considering that despite 
the development potential 
presented by the existence 
of diverse valuable natural 
resources, the region faces 
numerous challenges that place 
it among the poorest in the 
world.” 

Participants established 
detailed data and information on 
national monitoring networks, 
reached consensus on agreed 
methodology and approach as 
well as commitment to establish 
and operationalize the RBM 
System.

The regional workshop is 
expected to be a precursor for 
the future Nile Basin Hydromet 

Forum.  

The workshop was attended by 
80 participants who included 
Nile-TAC members, national 
hydrological and meteorological 
thematic officials and 
international resource persons. 
Others were regional experts, 
representatives of international 
institutions, regional 
organizations, donors and 
universal hydromet equipment 
vendors. 

By Dr. Mohsen Alarabawy (PhD)

River Basin Management Specialist/
Water Policy Expert

Nile-SEC, Entebbe

To operationalize the Nile River Basin Monitoring 
Strategy (2010), NBI initiated a Study to 

develop the design specifications and phased 
implementation plan for the Nile Basin Regional 

Hydro-meteorological monitoring system.

One of the vendors exhibiting Hydromet monitoring equipment

MORE FROM THE WORKSHOP

 ► Photos:
https://flic.kr/s/aHsjYrGEQG
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A 
delegation of 18 
Chinese led by Ms. 
Wu Lin, Environment 
Advisor, Department 

for International Development 
China, visited the NBI Secre-
tariat on 7th May, 2014 as part of 
their ‘China-Africa Trans-bound-
ary Waters Study Tour’.

According to Prof. Guangheng 
Ni of Tsinghua University, the 
study tour was in realization of 
the many and complex trans-
boundary waters in Africa and 
China’s growing engagement 
with African governments in 
water development. “We hope 

to build partnerships between 
African and Chinese water 
resources experts to benefit 
Africa and China”, he said.

The  Executive Director of the 
NBI Secretariat, Eng. Teferra 
Beyene highlighted some of 
NBI’s achievements. “The most 
important achievement we 
are proud of is that we have 
succeeded in establishing a 
mechanism for inter-riparian 
technical dialogue, as well 
as joint work and planning, 
unimaginable some years ago”, 
he said. 

The NBI staff and the Chinese 
Delegation shared experience 
on the basis of the MoU for 
Technical Cooperation on 
Sustainable Water Resources 
Management for Nile Basin, 
signed in September 2012.

By Jane K. Baitwa 

Regional Communication Specialist
Nile-SEC, Entebbe

NBI and Chinese delegation 
discuss future partnerships
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We hope to build partnerships between African 
and Chinese water resources experts to benefit 

Africa and China
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T
he Secretariat has 
embarked on a number 
of activities aimed at 
enhancing engagement 

with Member States as well as 
effectiveness of the National 
NBI office. Among them is 
visits by Senior Management 
to Member States. The visits 
are aimed at updating Nile-
COM members and Permanent 
Secretaries of sectors relevant 
to NBI on the Nile Cooperation. 

In the last quarter, the team 
undertook missions to DR 
Congo, Kenya and Burundi 
respectively. Discussions 
hinged on benefits of 
cooperation, outstanding 
country commitments to NBI 
and sustainability of the NBI 
institutions. 

Each of the countries reiterated 
their commitment to NBI and 
the Nile cooperation. 

DR Congo and Burundi 
undertook to honor their 
outstanding commitments to 
NBI.  

In a related development  the 
Secretariat embarked on joint 
assessment of the effectiveness 
of the National NBI offices in 
coordination, implementation 
and sustainability of NBI 
activities at the national level as 
well as ensuring NBI visibility. 

The information gathered will 
provide input to the Concept 
Note on the form of NBI 
engagement with its Member 
States. 

Assessment has so far been 
carried out in Burundi, DR 
Congo, Ethiopia, Rwanda, 
Tanzania, Kenya, and The Sudan. 

The exercise was undertaken by 
the Head of Strategic Planning 
and Management and the 
Projects Officer/National Liaison 
Officer from the Secretariat, 
together with the Nile-TAC 
Members, and the National NBI 
Desk Officers.

By Dorothy Kaggwa
Head of Strategic Planning and 
Management &

Tom Waako
Projects Officer
Nile-SEC, Entebbe

Efforts to enhance engagement with 
Member States intensified

Officials who participated in the assesment exercise in Burundi in June, 2014.
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A
ctual Evapo-transpi-
ration (Evaporation 
+ Transpiration) is 
the process through 

which water moves from land 
and water surface into the 
atmosphere. It is one of the 
largest components of the wa-
ter balance of the Nile Basin.

Actual ET is a main 
mechanism through which 
most of the water received 
as rainfall returns to the 
atmosphere. It accounts for 
more than 70% of the water 
balance in the wettest areas 
of the basin like the Blue 
Nile and Lake Victoria sub-
basins and an even higher 
percentage in drier areas.

 Actual ET values have 
a number of uses in water 
resources planning and 
management. Mapping actual 
evapo-transpiration over the 
Nile Basin and other smaller 
sub-basins can play a role in 
water resources management 
through identification of areas 
where ET rates are high to 
propose water conservation 
projects, help understand the 
basin better, verify models and 
detect trends.

Despite its importance, actual 
evapo-transpiration is not 
easy to measure because it 
is expensive and demanding 
in terms of accuracy of 
measurement. However, remote 
sensing has been recognized 
as the most feasible means to 
provide spatially distributed 
regional actual ET on land and 
water surfaces. 

Realizing the importance of 
ET to the water balance of the 
River Nile, NBI, utilizing the 
available satellite information 
and advanced algorithms, has 
produced estimates of actual ET 
over the Nile Basin countries at 
a resolution of 1 km2 at 8-day 
time step, monthly and annually. 
This dataset starts from 2000 
to date and is freely available 
through the Nile Information 
System (http://nileis.nilebasin.
org/content/evapotranspiration). 
The dataset is useful in 
establishing more accurate 
water balances for the various 
Nile sub-basins especially those 
with large swamps (e.g the Sudd) 
and those with inaccessible river 
gauges.   

Analyses have been performed 
for both spatial and temporal 
variation over man-made and 
natural water bodies, sub-basins, 

land-use types, irrigated 
areas, wetlands among 
others. Results show that 
the Nile Basin is dominated 
by ET and that there is 
high seasonal and spatial 
variation across the major 
sub-basins depending on 
land use and prevailing 
climatic conditions.

 Over 87% of rainfall goes 
back to the atmosphere 
with the highest evaporation 
from open water bodies, 
followed by wetlands, 
forests and shrub-lands .  
Among the major subbasins, 
Lake Albert sub-basin 
seems to have the highest 
evapo-transpiration to 
rainfall ratio (almost 90%) 
of all water generating sub-

basins. Actual ET/rainfall ratios 
are highest in the drier areas 
of northern Sudan and Egypt 
reflecting the fact that any 
moisture available evaporates. 
In the wetter basins of the Nile 
Equatorial Lakes region, the 
ratios are about 0.5 allowing 
for runoff to be generated. In 
the vast plains of South Sudan 
and around Lake Albert, the 
ratios are close to 1.0 implying 
that almost all the rainfall is lost 
through evaporation and evapo-
transpiration.

 With the above in mind and 
with more and more storage 
dams planned by the riparian 
countries, the need for 
coordinated operation becomes 
increasingly important to reduce 
total evaporation from the dams. 

By Milly Mbuliro
GIS and Remote Sensing Specialist
Nile-SEC, Entebbe

Estimates of actual evapo-transpiration 
over Nile Basin countries
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T
he 4th Nile Basin Devel-
opment Forum (NBDF), 
one of the high level 
forums in the Nile Basin 

region is scheduled to take place 
from 6th to 7th October, 2014 at 
InterContinental Nairobi Hotel in 
Kenya.

The NBI Secretariat takes this 
opportunity to thank all those 
who submitted abstracts. The 
preliminary program has been 
developed and is now available 
on the Forum website: http://
nbdf.nilebasin.org/programme/

Join at least 200 stakeholders 
from the Nile Basin region as 
well as representatives from 
regional and international 
organizations to deliberate on 
‘Building Sustainable Trans-
boundary Cooperation in a 
Complex River Basin: Challenges 
I Lessons I Prospects. 

The Nile Basin, which covers 
an area of 3.2 million square 
kilometers across 11 countries, 
is faced with growing pressures 
in the midst of uncertain climate 
change impacts. The Nile is a 
relatively water scarce river 
prone to seasonal variability. 
These challenges and threats, 

among others, are by 
their very nature trans-
boundary thus the need 
for collective action.

Participants will 
include senior 
government officials, 
water resources experts 
and practitioners, policy makers, 
academics and researchers. 

Others are civil society, 
media, private sector, local 

communities in the Nile 
Basin countries as well 

as representatives of 
development partners, 
river basin organizations 

and international 
organizations. 

The 2014 Forum is organized 
along eight sub-themes that are 
all about presenting innovative 
approaches, the latest science, 
newest technologies and 
leading practices. Participating 
in the technical sessions and 
stakeholder dialogues provides 
insight and inspiration for 
cooperation and collaboration.

Take advantage of this 
opportunity. Registered now 
online: http://nbdf.nilebasin.org/
registration-form/. 

The deadline is 19th September, 
2014.

For details, visit the Forum 
website: http://nbdf.nilebasin.
org/

By Jane K. Baitwa 
Regional Communication Specialist
Nile-SEC, Entebbe

Coming soon!
4th Nile Basin Development Forum

 River Nile  

 #NileCooperation  

This year’s Forum offers 
different opportunities for 
individuals and/or institutions 
to get involved:

* Become a sponsor and 
reinforce brand awareness; 
Book a stand in the exhibition 
and showcase your products 
to new clients. 

* Co-convene a session and 
share your organization’s 
experiences as well as 
showcase its profile. 

* Present a paper on any of the 
eight sub-themes. 

* Participate in the sessions 
and share your knowledge, 
ideas, research findings and 
best practices as you learn 
more. 
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T
he NBI is keen to provide internship 
opportunities to young professionals 
to apply their knowledge in real world 
environment and develop skills which, will 

help them perform better at their jobs. In addition 
it exposes those involved to working in a regional 
institution and provides them with experience 
that will increase their work ethics and build confi-

dence in their abilities. 

Exposure to NBI also allows the young 
professionals to contribute to the organization in 
their specialized fields.

The NBI Secretariat is currently hosting three 
interns.

Welcome!

Ms. Sheila Kanzira joined the Secretariat effective 5th May, 
2014 as a Young Social Media Professional for a period of six 
months. She is responsible for all activities geared towards 
capturing, processing and achieving maximum dissemination 
of information on the social media platforms.

Sheila graduated from Uganda Christian University with a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Mass Communication.

Ms. Namayanja and Ms. Kyakuhaire are both interns in the Library. During the two 
months of their internship they will be responsible for digitising the Nile encyclopaedias 
among other things. 

Teddy graduated with a degree in Library and Information Science (Records Management) 
from Uganda Christian University. 

Brenda is a student at Makerere University pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree in Library and 
Information Science.

Ms. Teddy Namayanja Ms. Brenda Kyakuhaire



Whats On? July to September, 2014

Compiled by Milly Mbuliro, GIS/Remote Sensing Specialist (Nile – SEC, Entebbe)
*Source: UN Population Division World Population Prospects 2012

Facts about the Nile Basin

What’s on? January - March 2013

Quiz

Basin Area 3,176 X 103 Km2

Location -4 0S to 310N and 24 0E to 40 0E

Main Tributaries Victoria Nile/Albert Nile, Bahr El Jabel, White Nile, Baro Pibor-Sobat, 
Blue Nile, Atbara, Bahr El Ghazal

River Length 6,695 Km (one of the world’s longest River)

Estimated Navigable Length 4,149 Km

Countries

Burundi DR Congo

Rwanda

Egypt

South Sudan

Ethiopia

The Sudan

Kenya

Tanzania Uganda Eritrea

Major Lakes within the Basin Lake Victoria, Lake Tana, Lake Kyoga, Lake Albert

Population (Total in all the Nile Countries)* 437 Million

% Population within the Nile Basin* 54% (238 Million)

Temperature Night Minimum -100c and daily Maximum in June 470c

Precipitation Max Annual 2,098 mm/yr in Ethiopia 
Min Annual 0 mm/yr in Egypt

Mean Annual �ow (Discharge) (m 3/yr) at Aswan 84 X 10 9 m3/yr

Discharge/Unit area 28 X 10 3 m3/Km 2

Main Consumptive Water use Agriculture

Date Activity Venue

Jan NCoRe Project E�ectiveness All Centers

Jan NELTAC/NELCOM Meeting Kigali

11 – 12th Feb Regional Meeting for National NBI Desk O�cers Entebbe

22nd Feb Nile Day celebrations (Regional and National) Bahr Dar, Ethiopia (for regional celebrations)

April 38th Nile-TAC Meeting Entebbe

Compiled by Tom Waako, Projects O�cer, Nile-SEC -Entebbe

Member states

What is the major determinant of population distribution in the Nile Basin?
Send your answer to: editor@nilebasin.org

Answer to the previous quiz question 
The single most important intra basin agricultural trade commodity by volume among the Nile 
Basin riparian states is maize.

Burundi DR Congo RwandaEgypt South SudanEthiopia The SudanKenya Tanzania Uganda

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of NBI, its Member States or Partners

Editorial Committee
Chair Dorothy Kaggwa
Editor Jane K. Baitwa
Members Tom Waako
 John Ogwang

Send us your comments and views

Nile Basin Initiative Secretariat
P.O. Box 192 Entebbe – Uganda
Tel +256 414 321 424
 +256 414 321 329
 +256 417 705 000
Fax +256 414 320 971
Email nbisec@nilebasin.org
Website http://www.nilebasin.org

Compiled by Milly Mbuliro, GIS/Remote Sensing Specialist (Nile – SEC, Entebbe)
*Source: UN Population Division World Population Prospects 2012
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MEMBER STATES
SHARED VISION OBJECTIVE

To achieve sustainable socio-economic 
development through the equitable utilization 
of, and benefit from, the common Nile Basin 
water resources

Nile Basin Initiative Secretariat
P.O. Box 192 Entebbe – Uganda
Tel           +256 414 321 424
          +256 414 321 329
          +256 417 705 000
Fax           +256 414 320 971
Email nbisec@nilebasin.org
Website http://www.nilebasin.org

EDITORIAL BOARD

DOROTHY KAGGWA – CHAIRPERSON

MOHSEN ALARABAWY – MEMBER

TOM WAAKO – MEMBER

JANE BAITWA - EDITOR

Access NBI knowledge and best practices in water resource management.
Share your knowledge and best practices.
Log on to http:nileis.nilebasin.org

@nbiweb/Nile Basin Initiative

Date Activity Venue

July National NBI Coordination meeting Burundi

July 28 – Aug 1 National Nile Basin Hydromet Consultations Ethiopia

August 11 - 15 Training on enhanced Decision Support System Burundi/S.Sudan

August 18 - 22 Training on enhanced Decision Support System Uganda

August 4 - 5 Regional Hydromet inception  Workshop Entebbe, Uganda

August 6 – 7 Nile Basin Hydromet Consultations for South Sudan Entebbe, Uganda

August 7 – 12 National Nile Basin Hydromet Consultations Rwanda

August 7 -13 National Nile Basin Hydromet Consultations Kenya

August 10 – 14 National Nile Basin Hydromet Consultations The Sudan

August 11 – 15 National Nile Basin Hydromet Consultations Tanzania   and Uganda

August 11 – 15 Experience sharing tour for Permanent Secretaries Kigali, Rwanda

August 11 – 15 Training workshop for Nile Basin journalists Entebbe, Uganda

August 14 – 15 National Nile Basin Hydromet Consultations DR Congo  

August 18 – 22 National Nile Basin Hydromet Consultations Burundi

August 18 – 19 Consultation workshop for NBI flagship Papers Entebbe, Uganda

August National NBI Coordination meeting D R Congo

August National NBI Coordination meeting Sudan

August Consultative workshop on National Coordination Strategy Entebbe, Uganda

August Training on GIS and Remote sensing for watershed planning and management by ENTRO Khartoum, The Sudan

September 1 – 5 Training on enhanced Decision Support System Ethiopia/Sudan

September 15 - 19 Training on enhanced Decision Support System Tanzania

September 22 - 26 Training on enhanced Decision Support System Kenya

September Training in Media relations for governance and National NBI Desk Officers  Nile-SEC

September Training workshop on project preparation by ENTRO Khartoum, The Sudan

September Training on water infrastructures planning, design, construction and contract management by ENTRO Juba, South Sudan

September Dam safety management training for dam operators by ENTRO Adama, Ethiopia

September NCORE 4th consultation workshop by ENTRO Addis Ababa

September National NBI Coordination meeting Kenya

September National NBI Coordination meeting Tanzania

September National NBI Coordination meeting Ethiopia

#OneNile
#NileCooperation

#NileBasin


